
January February 2023

2023: New
Year, new 

game

All the info 
about 2023 

SAFARI 



ARCHERY ACTION

      CommentComment

            

 COVER PHOTOGRAPH 

COPYRIGHT: All advertisements and other material appearing in the Archery Action magazine are 
subject to copyright and may not be reproduced except with the written approval of the copyright holder.

4	 	 Renegade Bowmen’s Catfish Challenge	 Jeannette Dowd

24		 Photo Comp entries	

34	      Young writers’ competition	

January-February 2023• Volume 48 No. 3

3	  	 Editorial 

5	  	 ��ABA newsletter, Game Claimed listing, TBA column 

10 	      Meanderings

14	 	 Around the Trads

25 	 Women in Archery

28		 Shoot Calendar

30 	 Game claimed pictorial

s

 REGULARS s

 FEATURES 

 INDEX OF ADVERTISERS 

ABA COME AND TRY                                20

ABA MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS	 7

ABA NATIONAL SAFARI 2023	 8

ABA MEMBERSHIP FORM	 36

ABA SHOP	 26

ABBEY ARCHERY PHOTO COMP	 6

ARCHERY ACTION – DEADLINES	 03

AUSBOW INDUSTRIES	 15

AUSSIE TARGETS	 19

BCY BOWSTRING	 22

BENCHMARK 3D 	 25

BENSON ARCHERY 	 12-13

FULL DRAW ARCHERY 	 33

PRIMITIVE ARCHER	 29

POLLARD	 35

TUSKER TROPHY OF THE MONTH	 33

TUSKER JUNIOR PHOTO COMP	 30

URBAN ARCHERY	 9

3DAAA	 11

GO TO
WEBSITE

For your convenience, we have created 
a GO TO WEBSITE button next to 
advertisements to give you a quick link 
to our advertisers’ websites. 

David Luxford—see Game Claimed on page 30.
 

ARCHERY ACTION2



ARCHERY ACTION

        

FREELANCE CONTRIBUTIONS
are welcomed by this magazine and articles should be 
addressed to: The Editor, Archery Action. The Editor accepts no 
responsibility for unsolicited material. Colour photographs or 
high resolution scans are suitable for publication. Please enclose 
a stamped, self-addressed envelope with your articles to enable 
return of photographs if required. 
Emailed contributions should be sent in plain (editable) text 
only and any photos should be sent as separate attachments, 
not embedded in the story text.

DISCLAIMER
All expressions of opinion in Archery Action are published on the 
basis that they reflect the personal opinion of the authors, and 
as such are not to be taken as expressing the official opinion of 
the publishers unless expressly so stated. Artemis Productions 
accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of any opinion or 
information, or the reader’s reliance upon it, contained in this 
magazine.

ADVERTISERS! We accept no responsibility for material 
submitted that does not comply with the Trade Practices Act.
 

Send story submissions to:
editor@archeryactionmagazine.com
Phone enquiries to:
Kelly: 0423 778 698

Publisher
Artemis Productions 
PO Box 152, Redbank Qld 4301
ABN 79 750 431 225

ABA contact details— 
Phone (07) 3256 3976
officemanager@bowhunters.org.au
www.bowhunters.org.au

Australian Bowhunters Association
PO Box 152
Redbank Qld 4301

REGULAR CONTRIBUTORS
Traditional Trails—Nick Lintern 
Bushcraft and Survival—Scott Heiman

      CommentComment ISSUE	 	                              DEADLINE
2023
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Vol 49 No. 1 September-October     1 August
Vol 49 No. 2 November-December 1 October
2024
Vol 50 No. 2 January-February         1 December

(November-December issue = printed yearbook)

DEADLINES
Please submit articles and advertisements 
by these dates:                                                            
editor@archeryactionmagazine.com

Happy New Year! A big ‘welcome’ to 2023, which  
— incredibly — already seems to be flying by at an 
incredible pace. Is it just me, or does time seem to 
speed up as you get older? Maybe it just seems that 
way because we just keep getting busier!

Hopefully not too busy to get the bows out and 
take a weekend here and there hunting though!  

This issue is a brief one on account of everyone’s 
being busy over the holidays, but make sure you 
flip through to find the details about Safari 2023 — 
exciting!

And for any young ones or parents of young 
ones reading, be sure to check out the ABA’s new 
competition for young writers! The details are on 

page 34, and I’m certain any budding young archers 
will want in on the action. Anything getting them 
taking a pen to paper is a good thing, right?

On that note, do make sure you’re getting in 
touch if you have a story, news or club update — 
we’re always in need of more tales to tell, and if 
you’re out hunting be sure to take lots of photos!

I’m looking forward to seeing what you get up to 
this year — happy hunting!

Kelly James, editor
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BOWHUNTING DIVISIONreport
By Allan Driver / Vice President Bowhunting Division

A new year is  upon us once again and 
hopefully everyone 

has had a great holiday break 
with family and friends. It is, of 
course, also the start of another 
bowhunting year for many of our 
ABA members and newbies.

It is well worth mentioning 
to everyone the importance of 
supporting our Association by 
encouraging everyone to acquire 
their Bowhunting Proficiency 
Certificate (BPC), even if you are 
not a bowhunter.

Having as many members  
as possible holding a BPC is 
important for our Association 
as it is a numbers game when it 
comes to State governments and 

other organisations that want to 
change the way things are done.

The process is not a difficult one 
as the majority of ABA clubs have 
their own committees with a BPC 
instructor who will run prospective 
members through the steps to 
gain the BPC accreditation.

Once you have the BPC, you 
have it for the term of your ABA 
membership, so please seek out 
your BPC instructor in your club 
and have a talk to them.

A number of years ago, our 
Association started a process 
to have bowhunting for fish 
introduced into NSW.

It took a great deal of manpower 
to approach the Government and 
put our case forward to them, 

and after some time it actually 
happened. Now,   all NSW ABA 
members have the opportunity to 
bow fish. South Australia also has 
the same opportunity.

There used to be Bow fishing 
in Victoria some years ago, but 
the rules changed at the stroke 
of a pen, so to speak, and some 
Victorian members are asking 
whether we can do the same as 
the other states and get back the 
legal opportunity to bow fish in 
Victoria. So, we will be putting our 
heads together to see what can be 
done to bring this task into being.

Above all else please keep 
getting out there looking for 
those elusive feral animals and 
putting your claims in. Stay safe!

NEWSLETTER

Boar	 Kristan Bell	 34 4/8pt	 2017

Goat	 Katherine Agale	 127 1/8pt	 2010

Buffalo	 Christie Pisani	 87 4/8pt	 2017

Camel	 Christie Pisani	 30 7/16pt	 2014

Fox	 Helen Duff	 10 14/16pt	 2016

Cat	 Lorna Hopkins	 7 12/16pt	 1984

Red Deer	 Elissa Rosemond	 275 2/8pt	 2021

Fallow Deer	 Elissa Rosemond	 205 7/8pt	 2019

Chital Deer	 Elizabeth Proctor	 161 3/8pt	 2019

Hog Deer	 Cheryl Morris	 60 5/8pt	 2018

Sambar Deer	 Nil

Rusa Deer	 Elissa Rosemond	 197 6/8pt	 2020

Shark BHFF	 Lynda Fell	 25 4/8pt	 2016

Shark BF	 Lynda Fell	 23 5/8pt	 2000

Stingray BHFF	 Carolyn Rundle	 9 7/8pt	 1987

Stingray BF	 Gleewyn Butson	 14 3/8pt	 1986

Species	 Holder	 Australian	 Record 	 Trophy
	 	 Record	 Class	 Class

Boar	 Michael Dacre	 37 2/8	 29	 25

Goat	 James Finlay	 151 2/8	 110	 95

Buffalo 	 Peter Griffiths	 130 	 86 4/8	 80

Camel	 Kimberley Nicholas	 32 6/16	 29	 25

Fox	 Graeme Duff	 11	 10 2/16	 9 3/16

Cat	 Tim Pitt-Lancaster	 8 5/16	 7 10/16	 7

Red Deer	 Dan Smith	 315 3/8	 200	 175

Fallow Deer	 Darryl Bulger	 276 4/8	 190 	 150

Chital Deer	 Dan Smith	 204	 160 	 140

Hog Deer	 Stephen Tilley	 111 7/8	 70	 55

Sambar Deer	 Dean Scott	 203 5/8	 162 7/8	 140

Rusa Deer	 Jay Janssen	 236	 170	 150 

Shark BHFF	 Barry Feeney	 35 2/8	 20	 	15

Shark BF	 John Van Den Heuvel	51 6/8	 41 4/8	 	15

Stingray BHFF	Barry Feeney	 11 3/8	 7 4/8	 	6

Stingray BF	 Gleewyn Butson	 14 3/8	 11 4/8	 	10

BEST OF SPECIES
ladies

OF AUSTRALIAN BOWSHOT RECORDS
Summary
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T/C and upward 
and/or 

First Kill/Species

GAMEGAME
CLAIMEDCLAIMED

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
C
C
C
C
D
D
D
F
F
F
F
G
G
G
G
G
G
J
J

Independent
Independent
Mount Isa District Bowhunters
Mount Isa District Bowhunters
Mount Isa District Bowhunters
Mount Isa District Bowhunters 
Townsville District Bowhunters 
Townsville District Bowhunters 
Townsville District Bowhunters 
Townsville District Bowhunters
Twin Rivers Bowhunters
Twin Rivers Bowhunters
Twin Rivers Bowhunters
Twin Rivers Bowhunters
Full Draw Field Archers
Full Draw Field Archers
Full Draw Field Archers
Full Draw Field Archers
Independent
Renegade Bowmen
Renegade Bowmen
Campbelltown District FA
Campbelltown District FA
Capital Field Archers
Capital Field Archers
Boola Valley Field Archers
West Gippsland Field Archers
Macalister Trophy Bowhunters
Macalister Trophy Bowhunters 
Macalister Trophy Bowhunters
Macalister Trophy Bowhunters
Western Plains Archers
Western Plains Archers

Goat
Pig
Pig
Pig
Pig
Pig
Pig
Goat
Goat
Goat
Pig
Stingray
Pig
Pig
Fallow
Fallow
Fallow
Fish
Rabbit
Stingray
Pig
Pig
Pig
Fallow
Fallow
Sambar
Pig
Shark
Shark
Goat
Fox
Pig
Buffalo

Dave Flynn
Michael Picot
Aaron Irwin
Damien Smith
Damien Smith
Garry Pitt
Brian Dunhoven
Chris Nelson
Dan Smith
Dean Dank
Dan Ferguson
Graham McComiskie
Graham McComiskie
Graham Wienert
Brett Fittock
Brett Fittock
Elissa Rosemond
Tomas Long
Darren Askin
Andria Swan
Jack Winks
Rob Messer
Rob Messer
Jason Lesnik
Jason Lesnik
Andrew Robertson
Adam Clements
David Luxford
David Luxford
Jeremy Kasper
Jeremy Kasper
Cheryl Morris
Troy Morris

103 4/8
0
26

26 6/8
25 2/8
28 6/8
26 6/8
109 5/8
115 4/8
88 3/8
25 4/8
6 6/8
30 4/8
25 4/8
196 2/8
197 7/8
194 2/8

0
0
5

29 4/8
25 4/8
26 6/8
162 4/8
205 3/8

155
29

15 5/8
20 2/8

0
10 2/16

0
90 6/8

TC
GA
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
RC
GA
TC
TC
RC
TC
RC
RC
RC
GA
GA
GA
RC
TC
TC
TC
RC
TC
RC
TC
RC
GA
RC
GA
RC

  Award       FK/FKOSBranch     Hunter Club Game Size

FKOS

FKOS

FK/FKOS

FKOS
FKOS

FK/FKOS

FKOS

FKOS

FKOS

GO TO
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All prices are a guide only as people require 
different options so please call for a quote.
Hunts are all inclusive except: Alcohol and 
Trophy Fees (Trophy Fees on application)
Indemnity Waiver to be signed at pickup.
Special Hunts are available from time to time 
so if you are flexible you can get a great deal 
on some hunts. All you have to do is get on 
the emergency list and you are notified every 
time a special deal comes along.

Fully Guided Hunts for:
Red Deer - March/April from $1800 (5 days) includes a doe, 
trophy fee if stag taken.

Chital Deer - Jan to May from $3000 (5 days) includes a stag 
and unlimited does.

Buffalo - June to August (6 days) fully guided hunts, POA.

Wild Boar - Aug to Oct from $4000 (10 days).

GO TO
WEBSITE
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Nomination Fees:
All nominations must be completed online at
www.bowhunters.org.au and be paid for at the time of registration.
Nominations will close on 1st April, 2023.

ABA  Adult $55 Jnr/Cub $45 Family $125 
3D Adult $60 Jnr/Cub $50 Family $135

Closing date for entries: Saturday 1st April, 2023. 
Last date for grading: Saturday 1st April, 2023.

All archers under the Archery Alliance of Australia are 
invited to attend.

Champion of Branches Team Competitions will be 
running for both National Championships and teams 
must be registered prior to Muster for each competition.

All ABA members are cordially 
invited to compete at the 2023 
National Safari Championships.

Camping:
Camping is ample at the range; anybody wishing for 
o�site accommodation can obtain further information 
from the ABA website. De�nitely, NO DOGS allowed.

Timetable:
Muster each day at 8.00am for an 8.30am start

Thursday 6th April   
Registrations and Bow Checks for all events     
ABA Friday 7th April and Saturday 8th April 
(3 and 1 arrow each day), followed by Presentation Saturday 
evening.
3D Sunday 9th April and Monday 10th April       
(3 arrow and 1 arrow each day) followed by Presentation  
Monday evening

To be held at the National Field Venue ABA PARK,  
Mudgee, NSW
7 to 10 April 2023

Incorporating Bowhunter and Sighted 
Championships and 3D Championships

33



TBA REPORT

Bowhunting achievements
TO END NOVEMBER 2022

Master Bowhunter

David Luxford	 	 300

Trophy Bowhunter Award

Tyler Atkinson 	280

Adam Clements	 250

Dan Podubinski	 240

Peter Griffiths	 	 230

John Scott	 	 220

Graham McComiskie	 200

Bowhunter Award

Daniel Ferguson	 190

Wayne Atkinson	 170

Axel Podubinski 	 130

John Teitzel	 	 130

Marc Curtis	 	 110

Brett Fittock	 	 110

Toby Gall	 	 100

JackWinks	 	 100

ARCHERY ACTION 9

Bowhunter Royale

Brett Fittock

Bowhunter Imperial

Elissa Rosemond

Bowhunter Supreme

Nil Further since last report

Senior Member of TBA

Nil Further since last report

Members Admitted to TBA 

Club (membership granted 

after taking first Trophy Class 

or better animal)

Damien Smith

Nomination Fees:
All nominations must be completed online at
www.bowhunters.org.au and be paid for at the time of registration.
Nominations will close on 1st April, 2023.

ABA  Adult $55 Jnr/Cub $45 Family $125 
3D Adult $60 Jnr/Cub $50 Family $135

Closing date for entries: Saturday 1st April, 2023. 
Last date for grading: Saturday 1st April, 2023.

All archers under the Archery Alliance of Australia are 
invited to attend.

Champion of Branches Team Competitions will be 
running for both National Championships and teams 
must be registered prior to Muster for each competition.

All ABA members are cordially 
invited to compete at the 2023 
National Safari Championships.

Camping:
Camping is ample at the range; anybody wishing for 
o�site accommodation can obtain further information 
from the ABA website. De�nitely, NO DOGS allowed.

Timetable:
Muster each day at 8.00am for an 8.30am start

Thursday 6th April   
Registrations and Bow Checks for all events     
ABA Friday 7th April and Saturday 8th April 
(3 and 1 arrow each day), followed by Presentation Saturday 
evening.
3D Sunday 9th April and Monday 10th April       
(3 arrow and 1 arrow each day) followed by Presentation  
Monday evening

To be held at the National Field Venue ABA PARK,  
Mudgee, NSW
7 to 10 April 2023

Incorporating Bowhunter and Sighted 
Championships and 3D Championships

33

GO TO
WEBSITE
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ROY ROSEMeanderings
SHOOTING A CLICKER

All international-level 
archers who compete 
with a recurve bar 

utilise a clicker. A clicker serves 
a trio of critical functions: It 
provide a draw length check, a 
tension check at full draw, and 
most importantly a shot trigger. 
Clickers have been part of the 
recurve armoury for a long time. 
FRED LEDER, a machine tool 
maker from Cincinnati was the 
inventor and from 1957 it gradually 
became a regular accessory 
on recurve bows in American 
competition. In fact, Earl Hoyt, the 
founder of Hoyt archery, became 
the first to commercially produce 
the clicker.

Obviously, the clicker ensures 
that the exact length of arrow 
is drawn, which is imperative to 
guarantee precise poundage and 
hopefully prevent high and low 
scoring arrows.

It also puts the drawing arm, 
and the holding arm in a uniform 
tension state, which is also

a very necessary precursor of 
fluency of execution. Finally, the 
fall of the clicker blade provides 
the sound cue for release. While 
it is not the unanticipated action 
a compound release aid provides, 

it does certainly help defeat the 
effects of a commanded shot 
referred to as IBF: impact bracing 
factor.

Sadly, for all the positives 
attributes it  offers,  recurve 
shooters overall tend to have a 
love/hate relationship with this 
narrow, quite inexpensive, piece 
of metal.

Passage through the clicker is a 
vital aspect of form and execution, 
and fluency is a hallmark of the 
world’s elite. The efficiency with 
which the Korean recurvers excute 
past the clicker at an average of a 
round 3 seconds, sometimes less, 
is simply a joy to behold, for an 
old archer like myself, who in my 
prime, the hold was often 15, 20, or 
even more seconds.

So the logical question arising 
from all this information is, 
“what form strategies are these 
champions bringing to bear to 
facilitate such fluency?

Clearly with the high poundage 
archers are utilising today, a swift, 
fluent, clicker passage is critical, 
as an extended hold can only 
invite bow movement and a lesser 
aim and strained release.

The general consensus among 
these elite is that a push and pull 

clicker procedure is the norm, and 
the logic of this approach is easy 
to comprehend. Clearly there has 
to be a pulling motion in order 
to anchor, which will proceed 
following the aim. The line is 
established and the scapular 
action as the elbow moves around 
to emphasise that line provides 
the pull. The pushing motion at 
the target comes from the front 
shoulder and is imperative, as it 
not

only assists clicker passage, 
it prevents any collapsing at full 
draw.

Most recurves leave just a 
millimetre so left to expand 
through the clicker,  simply 
because there is a need for just 
a minimum of expansion to 
produce the fall of the clicker 
blade.

It goes without underlining 
that this coordinated push-pull 
method needs intense practice, 
best done initially at a bank vale 
up dose

in order to regularly produce 
that needed efficiency. Just 
as one does when working on 
anticipation, the nest drill is to 
shoot at a large target up close.

A drill is always used, and one 
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I’ve written about previously, was 
passed on to me by the great 
American archer ED ELIASON.

It is widely practiced by upper 
echelon performers. Ed would 
draw past the clicker with his 
pull pull expansion, and then 
continue that hold and expansion 
for a number of seconds and let 
down. In this way, the archer 
is actually strengthening that 
area just past the clicker, so teat 
normal expansion is not under 
stress during actual shooting 
situations. Some archers (I was 
one ) find having other clickers 
going off around them a struggle, 
and the only real remedy is to 
practice with other archers as 
often as possible. It is an annoying 
trait which needs to be practiced. 
Good shooting all you ambitious 
recurvers and newcomers to our 
great sport.
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By Sue Wallace

CLEAR SKIES AND WARM SUNSHINE WERE THE ORDER 
OF THE DAY AS WE HEADED TOWARD NANANGO FOR 
THE 5TH ANNUAL TAA NATIONAL MUSTER 2022 AT THE 
BARAMBAH BOWHUNTERS AND FIELD ARCHERS INC. 
OVER THE WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 29/30. 

Trads
Around the

AROUND THE TRADS

Some o f  u s  we re 
fo r tuna te  enough 
to be able to set up 

camp on Thursday and when we 
arrived, just after lunch, there was 
already two sites set up in the dog 
camping area, and a few others 
scattered around the rest of the 
site. Others trickled in during 
the afternoon, and a couple of 
campers were only just setting 
up as a storm blew in. It rained for 
about 15 minutes, and that was 
all the rain we were to have the 
entire weekend! 

Friday morning dawn came 
with beautiful blue skies. The 
night had been cool and it was 
warming up very quickly, so we 
waited until mid-afternoon to 
head over to the practice butts 
for a couple of shots in the shade.

Saturday morning Muster was 
called at 8.30am, where the shoot 
director gives instruction for the 
day’s events. There was an archer 
from Mildura VIC; some came from 
the Snowy Mountains, Illawarra, 

Sydney, Newcastle, Coffs Harbour 
and Tenterfield regions of NSW. 
While Qld was well represented 
from Chinchilla, Toowoomba, 
Gladstone to Gympie, Kingaroy, 
Sunshine Coast, Brisbane, and the 
Gold Coast. A total of 106 archers, 
the biggest turnout for quite 
some time. 

The TAA Titles shoot has a 
format for each event, and you got 
to choose in which order these 
events are done. 

There was also an Archery 
Crafters Guild Display set up for 
people to display various wares 
of traditional archery-related 
items, from broadheads through 
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AROUND THE TRADS

to armour and leather goods 
which was open for all to browse 
through over the weekend.

Our group headed up past 
the running pig onto what was 
the second range of targets, 
11-20. There was orange sign to 
designate the target, then orange 
tangs on steel pegs for adult and 
juniors, with a pink tang for the 
cubs. The courses were set up 
with nine targets either side of the 
track and one at the end, in a loop, 
so they were very social. 

The novelty events are scored 
as 10 for A and B zone and 5 for 
the rest of body, so both groups 
completed and scored the event 
together. We then set for camp 
to have a quick refreshing drink.

As we walked onto our second 
course there was a collection of 
people, there were three targets 
quite close, with the group on 
target one scoring, so we didn’t 
wait long. It was good being able 
to talk to other groups along 
the track to each target, which 
on this course were an antelope, 
ram, baboon, three pigs from 
three separate pegs, a hyena, 
chameleon, and a skunk.

After the events, we all headed 
back to our respective camps. They 
ran the axe and knife events while 
the cooks were preparing the 
dinner in the clubhouse kitchen.

There was live entertainment, 
an acoustic duo ‘Miss Fee-Rose’ 
and ‘Mikey-O’ (also an archer) 
covering many songs and 
finishing around 9.30pm, which 
was just about the time we were 
heading to bed after enjoying a 
meal with friends and a couple of 
nightcaps in camp. 

Sunday morning was sunny 
once again, with a slight breeze 
today, and as there was no muster 

we could go out at any time, so 
our group headed for the Hunt 
Round first, however there were 
a few groups waiting, so we went 
to the field course. 

After the events, everyone 
started to gather in the clubhouse 
forthe raffle draw, which had been 
very well supported with over 80 
items on the tables. Before too long 
we were onto the presentations 
and it was great to see Juniors in 
both longbow and recurve and so 
many cubs shooting, which keeps 
the sport growing. 

There are no shoots confirmed 
on the Proposed Calendar (at 
time of writing due to clubs 
awaiting AGM’s) for Feb 2023/

Mar 2023, another good time for 
reflection from past shoots. I have 
been advised that the Traditional 
shoot is back on at NAFA over the 
Easter weekend April 8/9 which is 
great news. 

You will  f ind the further 
information and available flyers 
for all the Traditional Shoots on; 
www.wallacetradwoods.com 

If you have any queries or 
would like to be added to the Qld 
Traditional Archery data base for 
direct shoot information, please 
feel free to contact me by email at 
swallace@wallacetradwoods.com

I look forward to sharing more 
stories with you in 2023, and to 
seeing you ‘round the trads.  
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CLUB NEWS
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CLUB NEWS

Catfish
    Challenge

By Jeanette Dowd

RENEGADE BOWMEN’S
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CLUB NEWS

As most clubs try to think 
outside the box to 
retain and obtain new 

members to their clubs, Renegade 
Bowmen has developed a fun 
social weekend away. 

What started off being just 
one day fishing with a handful 
of people at the local dam has 
turned into a two-day fishing and 
kayaking spectacular. Beginning 
five years ago, each year it just 
gets bigger and bigger with new 
members of the club joining in 

the fun getting to know their 
fellow club members. 

This year, we hired out a 
private campsite at Wivenhoe 
Pocket which is just downstream 
from Wivenhoe dam. Twenty-
six people came along to enjoy 
the social, most turning up early 
Friday morning.

The Catfishing Challenge, as 
it is known, is on the Saturday 
only, so those members that had 
ventured out Friday got to fish 
the river and pick out prime spots 

ready for the following day.
L ike  most  events ,  the 

organisation started months 
earlier. Everything was put in 
place for the what-ifs — a couple 
of marquees were organised in 
case the weather turned bad and 
while the Covid lockdowns are 
now a thing of the past, it was 
always in the back of my mind. 

The one thing we didn’t 
think about was the level of the 
Wivenhoe dam leading up to the 
event. Like the rest of Australia, 
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we’d had good rain fall leading 
into October. 

Q u e e n s l a n d  P r em i e r 
A n n a s t a c i a  P a l a s z c z u k 
announced on the Thursday that 
they will be releasing water from 
early Saturday morning from 
Wivenhoe dam. A quick call to 
the owners of the campsite who 
put our minds at ease. We were 
advised the water will rise but not 
high enough to reach our camp 
site and as the water will flood the 
bridge to get in there is a detour 

we could all take to get home. This 
put our minds at ease.

Everyone was up early Saturday 
on the water as soon as they 
could. The rules are if you catch 
anything you bring it back in to 
shore to get officially measured. 
We had a special measurer made 
up as well as a Strong Waters 
Catfish Challenge Leader Board. 
The leader changed a few times 
throughout the day!

The flood gates at the dam 
were to open at 9am which 

GO TO
WEBSITE
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Come and Try 
is a national initiative of the ABA

  
AArrcchheerryy

• GREAT FOR FAMILIES OR INDIVIDUALS • SOCIAL SETTING

  Come and tryCome and try

Email—officemanager@bowhunters.org.au
Phone—(07)3256 3976 
or contact your nearest club for details on a 
Come and Try day near you.

Archery is so much fun,  Archery is so much fun,  
and you don’t need to own a bow  and you don’t need to own a bow  

to give it a go!to give it a go!
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CLUB NEWS

we could feel around an hour 
later as the river slowly rose and 
the current got a bit stronger 
throughout the day. It didn’t 
deter us and it was great to see 
everyone fishing from the banks 
or in their kayaks. We even had 
Marissa out on her paddle board 
showing us how good and stable 
she was. It was even better to 
see the kids sharing kayaks and 
paddling about.

By Saturday afternoon the 
river rose quite a bit so most of 
us ventured back up the hill to 
enjoy a spread of dips, salami, 
meats, cheeses, onions and olives. 

While we sat back enjoying the 
company and fantastic view, we 
could smell dinner cooking.

Then someone spotted a rope 
swing up a tree around 60 meters 
away. We all gathered around 
watching and laughing as they 
tried to get it back to the bank. 
Mark jumped in to make sure 
nothing was under the water that 
we couldn’t see and it was safe 
to use. Kev D was first to give it a 
try, then it was one after another. 
I think it took them all back to 
their childhood. The easy part 
was swinging out on the rope the 
hard part was climbing back up 

Come and Try 
is a national initiative of the ABA

  
AArrcchheerryy

• GREAT FOR FAMILIES OR INDIVIDUALS • SOCIAL SETTING

  Come and tryCome and try

Email—officemanager@bowhunters.org.au
Phone—(07)3256 3976 
or contact your nearest club for details on a 
Come and Try day near you.

Archery is so much fun,  Archery is so much fun,  
and you don’t need to own a bow  and you don’t need to own a bow  

to give it a go!to give it a go!
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CLUB NEWS

the steep bank. 
Saturday night we were 

having a shared buffet meal. We 
had a smoker going with pulled 
pork, camp ovens with kangaroo 
curry on the go, potato bake, 
Lasagne and damper. The view 
from our camp area was fantastic 
and when you added a fire pit 
and the smell from all the food 
cooking, we thought we were in 
heaven.

Like we thought, the food 
tasted as good as it smelt, and 
after dinner and dessert we 
presented the trophies.

A big thank you goes out to 
Renegade club member Ian 
Parkinson who organised the 
Catfish Challenge Logo on the 
trophies and stubby coolers.

This year we organized a 
variety of trophies:

•	 Smallest catfish caught at 
15cm went to Andria

•	 Longest Non-catfish 
caught 80cm went to  
Kev D

•	 Smallest Non catfish 
caught 9cm went to Indy 

•	 Most fish caught 20 went 
to Jeanette

•	 Most awkward landing a 
catfish went to Archie

The  Ca t f i sh  Cha l l enge 
Champion for 2022 with a 50cm 
Catfish went to John Erskine. John 
now has the bragging rights for 
the next 12 months.

2nd place was Indy with a 
48cm and 3rd Sam with a 30cm.

With the rest of the night, we 
enjoyed around the campfire with 
a few cold ones and fun stories. 

The big winner of the weekend 
was socialising with fellow club 
members and their families and 
well as getting to know a few 
more people in the club. 
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PHOTO COMPETITIONEntries
PHOTO COMPETITION

Reflections
Photo by Adam Clements
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PHOTO COMPETITION

Goats
Photo by Oliver Simcic
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Benchmark 3D Shooters Association is keen to help promote women in our 
sport—from the good sport who helps unstintingly at the club through to the 
top-level archer. If you know someone you think should be featured, please 
contact us. 

Email: info@benchmark3darchery.com.au 
Phone: Robert Vayro 0438 997 638

WOMEN IN ARCHERY

Jasmine
VOGES

Age: 36
How long have you been    
involved in archery?
28 years.
Are you in a local club?
Saxon Archery Club in Bundaberg.
What type of archery do you 
shoot?
ABA and IFA
Do you Hunt? 
No.
What’s your favourite archery 
memory?
I keep making new favourites all 
the time but right now it would 
be taking each of my two children 
around the course for their first 
archery competition.
What appeals to you about 
archery?
I love the discipline needed to 
achieve the result – a set of steps 
that you have to execute just right 
in order to achieve the goal. I’m a 
perfectionist by nature so there’s 
a constant drive to do better than I 
did the last time or better than I’ve 
done before.
Are any family members 
involved in archery?
Yes! My family and I started 
archery when I was 7 years old 

and we’ve been shooting ever 
since. I met my husband at our 
archery club and we now have 2 
children (9 and 4) who also shoot 
with us. Most of our conversations 
around the dinner table come 
back to archery in some way 
or other – we literally live and 
breathe it.
What was your first bow? 
A Sherwood Forrest fibre glass 
recurve closely followed by an 
Alpine Colt.
What do you have currently?
I shoot an Elite Energy 35 ENS at 
45lb and 25.5” draw length. It’s 
fitted with an Axcel Achieve XP 
sight, Shrewd Optum scope and 
BStinger Micro Hex stabilisers. My 
arrows are Easton 670 ACE’s.
What are your great achievements 
in (or out of) archery? 
I think the thing I’m most proud of 
is my first perfect 400 ABA round 
which I shot just the other day. 
It’s something I’ve been trying to 
do for a really long time and I’m 
pretty excited to be able to say 
that I’ve finally done it.
Last Word:
I would recommend archery as 
a sport for any family looking 

for something that they can 
do together. It has helped my 
family and I make some priceless 
memories and meet some 
wonderful friends. I ’m really 
grateful to have been able to be 
involved in the sport for as long as 
I have and I can’t wait to see what 
our next archery adventure will be.

GO TO
WEBSITE
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ABA 
SHOP

Australian Bowhunters Association Inc TM (Inc in NT No AO1978C)                                       GST ABN 79 750 431 225

Forward with payment to:
Australian Bowhunters Assoc 
PO Box 5124 Brendale Qld 4500
(07) 3256 3976
or email credit card order to: 
officemanager@bowhunters.org.au

ALL PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE
* Available to TBA members only
# Available only to members who have qualified. Please enclose 
copy of letter of acknowledgement from BH Division.

PAYMENT DETAILS
     Enclosed is cheque/money order for $________ 
      payable to Australian Bowhunters Association
      Pay by credit card—fill out details below:

Product  (Prices include GST)                       $   .                  Qty   Size/Type    Cost
ABA Cloth Badge 10.00
ABA Metal Badge 8.00
ABA Car Sticker 4.00
ABA Proficiency Badges (eg, 300+) 5.00
ABA Junior Advanced Badge 6.00
ABA Cub Advanced Badge 6.00
ABA Target ID Cards 5.00
ABA Coloured Identification Card 5.00
National Bowhunter Education Manual  19.00
National Measuring Manual 10.00
Welcome to Field Archery  14.00
IFAA Cloth Badge 10.00
IFAA Metal Badge 8.00
IFAA Chevron (eg, Hunter) 4.00
Robin Hood Cloth Badge 9.00
Robin Hood Metal Badge 8.00
*TBA Car Sticker 4.00
*TBA Metal Badge 8.00
*TBA Cloth Badge 10.00
#Game Award Badge 9.00
#Game Award, T/C & R/C Chevrons 6.00
ABA Peaked Caps 15.00

Card Number 6                                                                    
 
r Visa
r Mastercard

Expiry Date (mm yy)  

NAME OF CARDHOLDER (print)

 Signature

GST tax invoice

Name  

Address  
 
 P/Code 

ABA number  

 

Totalr

r    
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CALENDAR

2023 Archery Alliance of Australia 

 SHOOT CALENDAR
January

8th
8th
11th
14th
15th
15th
15th
15th
15th
21st - 22nd
21st - 22nd
21st - 22nd
22nd
22nd
22nd
28th
29th

February

5th
5th
5th
5th
8th
11th - 12th
11th - 12th
12th
12th
18th  
18th - 19th
18th - 19th
18th - 19th
18th - 19th
18th - 19th
19th
19th
19th
19th
19th
25th - 26th
25th - 26th
26th
26th

Mount Isa District Bowhunters
Towers Bowhunter Club 
MPB *
Venue TBC *
Collinsville Barebow Hunters
Full Boar Archers
Hinchinbrook Archery Club
Kurrimne Beach Archers
Mackay District Bowmen
Gympie Field Archers *
Barambah Bowhunters *
Lithgow Valley Archers *
Mount Isa District Bowhunters
Townsville District Bowhunters
Phoenix Field Archers of Sale *
Hinterland Field Archers *
Full Boar Archers

Mackay District Bowmen
Mount Isa District Bowhunters
Townsville District Bowhunters
West Gippsland Field Archers *
MPB *
Northern Tableland Archers *
Playford District Field Archers *
Towers Bowhunter Club
Full Boar Archers
Collinsville Barebow Hunters
Renegade Bowmen *
South West Slopes Sporting Field Archers *
Ballarat Bowmen *
Western Plains Archers *
Twin City Archers *
Hinchinbrook Archery Club
Kurrimne Beach Archers
Mackay District Bowmen
Mount Isa District Bowhunters
Townsville District Bowhunters
Moranbah Field Archers *
Cessnock Archers *
Dead Centre Bowhunters *
Fred Pass Field Archers *

B 
B 
QLD
I
B
B
B
B
B
C
D
F
B
B
G
QLD
B

B
B
B
G
QLD
E
I
B
B
B
D
F
H
J
VIC
B
B
B
B
B
C
NSW
A
A

ABA
ABA
AA pathways program QRE
Carp Hunt 
ABA
3D
ABA
ABA
3D 
3D Hillbilly
ABA
3D/ABA
3D 
ABA
IFAA
3DAAA - Battle of the Bows
ABA

ABA 
 ABA 
ABA
ABA
AA pathways program qre
ABA
IFAA State Titles
ABA 
ABA 
ABA 
ABA Branch Titles
IFAA NSW State Titles
ABA
3D/ABA
3DAAA
ABA 
ABA 
3D 
3D
Pete Picken 3D 
3D
3DAAA
ABA
ABA
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GO TO
WEBSITE

26th

March

5th
5th
5th
5th
8th
11th - 12th
11th - 12th
11th - 12th
11th - 13th
12th
12th
18th - 19th
18th- 19th
18th - 19th
18th - 19th
18th - 19th
18th - 19th
19th
19th
19th
19th
19th
26th
26th
26th
26th

Full Boar Archers

Mackay District Bowmen
Mount Isa District Bowhunters
Townsville District Bowhunters
Macalister Trophy Bowhunters *
MPB *
Hunter Bowmen *
Ipswich Field Archers *
Mornington Peninsula Bowmen *
Mount Clay Archers *
Full Boar Archers
Towers Bowhunter Club
Saxon Archery Club * 
Roma & Districts Bowmen *
Orange and District Archers *
Playford District Field Archers *
Gleneagle Field Archers *
Lake Glenbawn Field Archers *
Collinsville Barebow Hunters
Hinchinbrook Archery Club
Kurrimne Beach Archers
Mount Isa District Bowhunters
Townsville District Bowhunters
Dead Centre Bowhunters *
Fred Pass Field Archers *
Full Boar Archers
West Melbourne Field Archers *

B

B
B
B
G
QLD
E
QLD
VIC
H
B
B
C
D
F
I
Branch J 
NSW
B
B
B
B
B
A
A
B
H

IFAA Round

ABA 
 ABA 
ABA
3D
AA pathways program qre
3D
3DAAA
3DAAA
ABA
ABA
ABA 
IFAA Branch Titles
3D Branch Titles
3D/ABA
Marked 3D
Invitational/ABA
3DAAA
ABA 
ABA 
ABA 
3D
3D
3D
3D
3D 
3D Invitational
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GAME CLAIMED PICTORIAL

GAMEGAME
CLAIMEDCLAIMED

Dan Ferguson Chital GA

Graham McComiskie Pig RC 30 4/8pts

David Luxford Shark BHFF TC 15 5/8pts

David Luxford Shark BHFF RC 20 2/8pts

GO TO
WEBSITE
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GAME CLAIMED PICTORIAL

Dan Smith Goat RC 115 4/8pts

Darren Askin GA Goat

Dale Winks Stingray GA 5pts

Dan Ferguson Pig TC 25 4/8pts
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JUNIORSJUNIORS
Send in your  game photosgame photos for 
a chance to win a six-pack of  

broadheads from

  Email your photo entry to: Email your photo entry to: 

editor@archeryactionmagazine.com

Subject: Junior Photo Comp

Include your name and address

GAME CLAIMED PICTORIAL

Andria Swan Stingray GA 5pts

Jack Winks Pig RC 29 4/8ptsJett Harch GA 
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GAME CLAIMED PICTORIAL

Dave Flynn Goat TC 103 4/8pts

TUSKER TROPHY OF THE MONTH BEST GAME NOT TAKEN WITH A TUSKER

Best Trophy Taken Taken with a Tusker Head,
Recognised by ABA

First Kill or FKOS Taken with a Tusker Head,
Recognised by ABA

Give
yourself  the

professional edge

Give
yourself  the

professional edge
www.bowhuntingaustralia.com

11 Darling Crescent, Mount Isa, Qld. 4825  -  Phone: (07) 4743 4131

To enter for First Kill Trophy, Tusker Head, mark your 
ABA small game application clearly with “FIRST KILL”.

This trophy becomes eligible for judging at the next Easter Safari. 
The winning trophy receives $100 worth of Tusker Products. Enter 
now by sending your application direct to ABA.

Aaron Irwin, Mount Isa District Bowhunters
Pig,  26 pts, Trophy Class

Andrew Robertson, Boola Valley Field 
Archers, Sambar, 155 pts,  Trophy Class

WINNERPacket ofTUSKERBROAD-

WINNERPacket ofTUSKERBROAD-HEADS

WINNE
R

Packet 
of

WINNE
R

Packet 
of

WINNER
Packet of
TUSKER 
BROAD-

WINNER
Packet of
TUSKER 
BROAD-
HEADS
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YOUNG WRITERS

2023 YOUTH STORY WRITING competition
The Australian Bowhunters Association is interested to hear from you! 

We are offering an opportunity for the youngsters of our sport to submit a story on 
their experience in archery and have the opportunity to win! 

How did you get involved in archery? What has been your most memorable event? 
What do the other kids at school think of your choice of sport? Are you a bowhunter? 
Let us know via a story!

The Competition Details 

The competition is open to up to all cubs (up to and including the age of 12 at the 
time of submission)

Stories should be no longer than 250 words long

One entry per cub

Open to financial ABA members



competition
Competition winners will receive:

o	 The story writer cub will win a $100 archery shop voucher & ABA Shop item 

o	 Their club will receive a new set of targets of their choice from Action Graphics 

o	 Any entry,  including the winning stories ,  has the chance of  being 
published in an edit ion of  Archery Action (upon permission from parents 
or guardians) – this will  include a digital edition and the printed year book 

o	 Any entry for Archery Action is welcome to accompany the story with a suitable 
photograph, minimum 1MB file in size (upon permission from parents or guardians)

Entries open from February 2023 & will close 1st August 2023 and winners will be announced 
via our social media, website and contacted via email

How do I enter?

Cubs or clubs are to submit their entries 
direct to Amanda Skinner, National 
Treasurer via email 
treasurer@bowhunters.org.au
All entries will be confirmed upon 
receipt. Any questions, please 
contact our ABA office 

YOUNG WRITERS

GO TO
WEBSITE
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APPLICATIO
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N
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   GST TAX IN
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ICE   GST ABN
 79 750 431 225

TM

ASSOCIATION ASSOCIATION 
USE ONLYUSE ONLY

M’ship #s Allocated

Receipt Number

Computer Entered

M’ship Forwarded

ASSOCIATION 
USE ONLY

MEMBERSHIP FORM
  

Renewal  r
  New Member  r
  

 ABA Membership Nº: .....................................  

I, (full name)  ..............................................................................................................    (M-F) ....................

of (street # & name) ................................................................ (town-city) ..................................... (p-code) ...........

Postal address (PO Box #)............................................ (town-city) ............................................... (p-code) ..........

Phone number ...........................................................  Date of birth ...../...../..... 

Email address.........................................................................
do hereby wish to make application for membership of the Australian Bowhunters Association Ltd (ABA), and if accepted, do 
undertake to conduct my/our membership in accordance with the Constitution, Rules, Policies and Code of Ethics of the ABA. 
Additionally, I/we acknowledge that Field Archery and Bowhunting are shooting  sports conducted in the natural environment 
which can impose inherent risks and this application is made in full recognition of the Association’s requirement for responsible and 
ethical behaviour. I/We undertake to do all in my/our power to preserve the good image of the sport and ABA. I/We understand 
that members breaking the Code of Ethics and/or ABA’s regulations may be subject to sanctions as per the Constitution.

I am a member of .......................................................................................................... (Club)

I agree my contact details can be provided to form a contact list to be used within the Australian Bowhunters Association only.
If you do not agree, tick this box:  r
I agree for photos to be taken and used for promotional purposes by the Australian Bowhunters Association.
If you do not agree, tick this box:  r

I enclose the required fees of $..............                                                 

I, the applicant above, also wish to make application for membership of ABA Ltd on behalf of the following persons, who are 
members of my family and reside at my address:
Full Name of Applicant Male-Female ABA Number Date of Birth
__________________________________ ________ _______________  _____________
__________________________________ ________ _______________  _____________
__________________________________ ________ _______________  _____________

I am prepared to accept the responsibility for the above applicants who are under the age of 18 years, until they attain such age.

Parent-Guardian Signature ____________________________ ABA Number if Applicable: _________________

RENEWALS and/or Advance Memberships for existing members  
12 months 3 years in advance

Adults    $80 $218  
Juniors-Cubs    $53 $154 
Families  $170 $462

New Members (12-month membership including joining fee)
Adults $106
Juniors-Cubs  $80 
Families $218

PENSIONER DISCOUNT: Deduct 10% from fees listed. 
Quote Pension Benefit Card Number: ...............................................................

All fees include GST

Note: Dates of birth must be shown for all persons listed. Club name must be shown. Family membership applies only to parents and their 
children under 18 years of age. Separate single membership must be taken for children over 18 years. Couples without children under 18 years 
also pay separate single membership. In the case of family renewals, state ABA membership numbers. If insufficient space, use additional form.

Card Number 6                                                                    

r Visa
r Mastercard

Expiry Date 
(mm yy)  

NAME OF CARDHOLDER (print)

 Signature

03
/ 2

02
1

Post completed form to:

Signature of Applicant ____________________________________________

CCV

Office Manager ABA
PO Box 152
Redbank Qld 4301
Phone (07) 3256 3976
or email to: officemanager@bowhunters.org.au

The Australian Bowhunters Association Ltd reserves the right to refuse, suspend or terminate the membership of any person whose conduct contravenes 
the Constitution, Rules and Policies of Association of the ABA. Failure to provide information sought or supply of incorrect information may result in 
application being rejected. By applying for membership of Australian Bowhunters Association Ltd (a not-for-profit public company limited by guarantee), 
you acknowledge that should the company be wound up while you are a member, or within 12 months after you cease to be a member, and should the 
company have any debts or liabilities at the time of winding up, you agree to contribute an amount not more than $1 to the property of the company.


