Team Selection for the Australian Champion of Nations Team.

The Australian Champion of Nations Team (CofN) is the Australian Representative team for all World Field Archery Championships (WFAC) held under the banner of the International Field Archery Association (IFAA).

The ‘team’ of seven archers is made up of a representative from each of the following general bow divisions;

1.  Freestyle Limited (this takes in Recurve, compound, veterans, men and women divisions)

2. Freestyle Unlimited

3. Bowhunter Limited

4. Bowhunter Unlimited

5. Barebow

6. Bowhunter, and,

7. Longbow

Each “nation” is entitled to send one team to the WFAC.  The team is awarded points in two ways;

1.  Points are awarded on a daily basis depending upon an individual’s ‘ranking’ against the other nation’s competitors.  That is, if there are seven nations competing in the CofN then at the end of the day the seven competitors are ranked against each other for daily points in each, respective, bow division.  For example, if Joe Bloggs is in the Australian CofN team in Freestyle Unlimited and at the end of Day 1 he has shot the best score he would get 7 points for the team.  If he came 2nd he would get 6 points, 3rd – 5 points etc and so on down to 7th would get one point.  And this happens on a daily basis on each day’s scores (not overall placing).

After the team’s points are totalled for the day they are also given overall ranking points on a similar distribution basis.

2. Medal points.   Points are also awarded for medals earned by each individual.  In the case of 7 teams (as above) the gold medal would add 7 points, silver = 5 and bronze = 3.  The points awarded for medals will vary according to the number of teams competing.
Of course, the team with the highest points tally wins!

ABA Selection process.

There are three elements to the selection of the Australian team;
1 Current Form

2 An ABA member of good standing

3 Selection strategy

Current Form

Participation in National, State and Branch IFAA competitions goes a long way towards deciding a person’s inclusion in the CofN team.  An archer that has competed, recently, at the highest possible level in a number of these competitions will have shown that they have the skill, mental attitude and competitive edge to compete against the world’s best archers at this level of competition.  A multiple day event, such as the Regional or National IFAAs will hold greater weight than a State or Branch, two day, event.  The more competitions, the more form indicators available.  When the National Ranking system is up and running, this too will add weight to the selection process.
An ABA Member of Good Standing

As with any representative team, only a member who upholds and personifies the aims and objectives of the Australian Bowhunters Association Inc. will be selected to represent the ABA in International Competition.  All team representatives are expected to sign a Code of Conduct as a team member and it is expected that they will be an ambassador for the Association they are representing.

Selection Strategy
As with any competition, there are strategies that can be employed to gain maximum benefit for the team from the competition.  The CofN ‘game’ is no different.

At all times, selectors will be looking for the strategy that gives us the greatest points possible and this may mean that our best archer may not be the best selection for gaining maximum points.
In an effort to explain this – Joe Bloggs might be the best Freestyle Unlimited shooter in Australia but we think he will not get a medal against tough competition.  In fact, Joe may struggle to earn more than 1 or 2 points each day. Mary Smith, on the other hand, who also shoots Freestyle, is not as good a shot but is certain to win the gold medal in Women's Freestyle.  In this case it would be better to have Mary in the team even though Johnny is the better shot, as she will earn more points overall.

It is also important to try and have a competitor in each of the seven divisions as even one point each day, five points in all, may be enough to improve the Australian Team’s standing.

When it comes to team selection - all elements are taken into account but the most important is Point 3 - maximum team points!
